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Roscoe G. Bartlett, Jr.
Presents a Congressional
Forum to recognize the
60thAnniversary Of
Fort Detrick
Saturday
October 4, 2003

2:00pm
Mt. St. Mary's College
Emmitsburg, Maryland

Arrival of Official Party

Presentation of Colors

...FortDetrickAll ServiceColorGuard

National Anthem

.Ms.ViolaWhielden

Pledge of Allegiance

MajorBruceE.Bell

The Honorable Michael Cady
Vice President
Frederick County Commissioners

Presentation of Proclamations.

Company B
4th Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion
4th Marine Division

Invocation

...

FederalBureauof Investigation
Defense Sciences Office
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

Dr.JanPaulsen

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

President
.

Welcome

..Dr. ThomasH. Powell
President
MountSaintMary's College

WelcomeHome to DeployedPersonnel

TheHonorableRoscoeBartlett

Introduction of SpecialGuests

Southwest Research Foundation

American Society for Microbiology

FeaturedProclamation...
......

Mr.TommyGronwell

Musical Interlude

HistoryofFort Detrick...

National Center for Infectious Diseases

Seven~-day Adventist World Church

.....Dr.Anthony
S.Fauci
Director.

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

Receipt of Proclamations

.....................

......

" ..Mr.TommyGnmwell

Major General Lester Martinez-Lopez
Commanding Gene~l
U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command
and Fort Detrick

Musical Interlude
Musical Interlude

Commendations

MessagefromPresidentGeorgeW.Bush
Introduction of Keynote Speaker... ...

The HonorableRoscoeBartlett

The Honorable Roscoe Bartlett
U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Karl Aumann
Maryland Secretary of State
.'

The Honorable Alex Mooney
Maryland State Senate
The Honorable Paul Stull
Maryland House of Delegates

Fanfare
KeynoteAddress...... .. ....

.'" ... ... ...... .. .

The Honorable Tom DeLay

Majority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives
Recessional Music
Music provided today by 229h Maryland Anny National Guard Band
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Mr. Kenneth D. Jones
5431 Sierra Vista Ave.,
Riverside, California
92505
Dear Mr. Jones,
You may recall that I took a picture of you with my digital camera at
the 60thAnniversary of Fort Detrick, at the Mount Saint Marys College
gym, way back on 4 October, 2003. After a bout with the "Honk if you
love Jesus virus" (which knocked out myoId computer), after buying a
new Compaq computer, and sending it back for repairs, (and it must
again be returned to fIXthe same problem), I have been able to print the
picture. And, after searching several pages of the Jones family in the
Frederick phone book, I turned to a higher source, the office of our
great Congressman Roscoe Bartlett. I trust I have the correct address.
My father was named Samuel Jones Tilden French, born on 23
January, 1876. (There was no genealogical connection to Mr. Tilden.)
Tilden, a Democrat, had won the popular vote, but the Electoral College
picked Rutherford B. Hayes as president. I understand that some
sources on the left consider this as the first step in the evilution of the
American college!
I enjoyed meeting you, and enjoyed the scope of the meeting celebrating
the 60thAnniversary of Detrick.
Thank you very much for the pin commemorating the Whitecoat
Project. I like the clever design.
God Bless!

~

.ncereIY'

, C..~
.cha::i1c.
Fr~h

P.O. Box 1346
Frederick, Md.
21702
18May, 2004
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Drs. R.C. French (ret.), M.R. Bonde, K.R. Bromfield (ret.), V.D. Damsteegt
U.S.D.A., Ft. Detrick

1)

Mr. Kenneth'j( Jones
September 25, 2003
Paee Two

I am grateful to you for your contributions to Fort Detrick's unparalleled record of
success ensuring the health of the men and women in America's Armed Forces and
leading the world's fight again~ many infectious diseases. I look forward to honoring
you at this special event.
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House Majority leader Tom Delay
and Ken Jones
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House Majority leader Tom Delay,
Congressman Rosco Bartlett and Ken Jones
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60 years

Fort Detrick's war heroes, its medical advances and technology and the people
responsible were celebrated at a 60th anniversary ceremony hosted by
Congressman Roscoe G. Bartlett (R-Md. 6th District) Oct. 4.
Close to a thousand military and civilians, families and guests turned out on a
chilly, drizzly Saturday afternoon to attend the Congressional Forum at Mount
St. Mary's Knott Arena in Emmitsburg, Md., to honor the contributions made
by Fort Detrick to the military and the nation.
Guest speakers were House Majority Leader Congressman Tom DeLay (RTexas) and Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases. They shared the stage with Fort Detrick Commanding
General Maj. Gen. Lester Martinez-Lopez, host Bartlett and former and
current employees whose accomplishments were acknowledged by radio
personality and master of ceremonies Tommy Grunwell. The 229th Maryland
Army National Guard Band performed several spirited patriotic selections
during the two-hour-Iong event.
Earlier that day, veterans from Operation Iraqi Freedom took part in the annual
In the Street Parade in downtown Frederick where Martinez-Lopez led a
contingent of Marines from Company B, 4th Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion and other Fort Detrick organizations. The returning heroes, both
military and civilians, wore white ribbons on their lapels symbolizing their
recent return. Many of the veterans attended the forum in Emmitsburg where
they were recognized throughout the ceremony and applauded enthusiastically.
"Today is Fort Detrick's appreciation day," Bartlett said. He organized the
event to recognize the accomplishments of the post over the past 60 years.
"When you live really close to something, it is hard to know how good it is.

http://www.dcmilitary.comlarmy/standard/8- 21/local-news/25742-1.html
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Sometimes you have to take a step back and look at it from far away. II

All Services

Bartlett read a message from President George W. Bush that states, "For six
decades, Fort Detrick has served our Anned Forces proudly as a military
installation. It also has become a leader in biomedical science. The facility's
researchers continue to make significant progress in the fight against many of

Find

the world'sdiseasesand are savingliveson and off the battlefield.II

Enter first and last name:

Select

branch

of service:

Other proclamations were presented by Fauci, Department of Health and
Human Resources, Board of Frederick County Commissioners, Federal
Bureau ofInvestigation, Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research,
Defense Sciences Office Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Infectious
Diseases and the American Society for Microbiology.
As Grunwell recited a history of the post, he singled out individuals on the
stage who made outstanding contributions over the past seven decades, such as
Hubert Kaempf who arrived at Camp Detrick in 1944 as a military policeman
and retired 50 years later as the chief of the mechanical branch for the
Directorate of Engineering and Housing; and Co!. Robert Massey, who was
the first executive of U.S. Anny Medical Research Institute of Infectious
Diseases. Ruth Herring arrived in 1943 as a young Anny recruit and worked in
the biological program. She is still working at the National Cancer InstituteFrederick.
Camp Detrick was established in 1943 to address the threat to the Nation from
biological warfare. In 1969, President Richard Nixon banned the offensive
research program, and a defensive biological research program for the military
was formed under U.S. Anny Medical Research Institute of Infectious
Diseases. In 1971, the National Cancer Institute-Frederick was established in
the former Anny laboratories. Since then, the post has acquired numerous
tenants including worldwide signal communications and tri-service medical
logistics. It is now the home of quad services with the arrival of the Marines
Reserve unit in 1987.
DeLay said when Fort Detrick was established, the U.S. was at war. "Today,
America is once again in danger from the shadowy menace of terrorists. Once
again the U.S. has turned to Fort Detrick to lead the way against the worst of
case scenarios."
Fauci acknowledged the medical volunteers who served with Project
Whitecoat, a human research program Congress approved in 1954. The
Whitecoats were members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church a religion that
doesn't approve of combat but allows medical service. The volunteers were
subjected to many experiments that helped prevent and treat diseases in other
people. "I have great respect and admiration for YOU,"Fauci told those present
at the ceremony.
"Fort Detrick has a remarkable ability for adapting to challenges," continued
Fauci. "You changed from an offensive program to a defensive one and you

http://www.dcmilitary.comlarmy/standard/8- 21/local-news/25742-1.html
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meet the challenge of biodefense that is not appreciated by many people
outside the circle of researchers." Scientists and researchers at Fort Detrick
have developed vaccines, therapies and diagnostics to treat some of the world's
most deadly pathogens including anthrax, plague, Ebola and small pox, he
noted.
Fauci said, "Fort Detrick has a glorious history, something you should be
proud of. I see a glorious future because of the talent here is something that
can be used in a variety of venues; the most important which is the biodefense
of our nation."
Martinez-Lopez said he is proud to be associated with the people who have
served at Fort Detrick over the past 60 years. He asked Pvt. Janice Cohen,
USAMRIID's newly assigned soldier, to stand and be recognized. "She is our
future," Martinez-Lopez said.
"As great as it is to honor the past accomplishments of our people, I find it
equally exciting to think of the future," Martinez-Lopez said. "We at Fort
Detrick are inventing the medical future everyday.
"While we appropriately celebrate Fort Detrick's leadership and
accomplishments in biomedical science, let's not leave out other missions," he
continued. "Fort Detrick provides key support to deploying forces in many
ways--Army, Navy and Air Force medical logistics, new medical technologies
deployed for the first time, Army tactical communicators and Marines on the
ground."
To read more about Fort Detrick's history, visit the Web site at
www.detrick.army.mil and click on the "Cutting Edge" icon.
Home
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TomDeLay:
House Majority Leader Tom DeLay spoke at the Congressional Forum on Bioterrorism
Defense during the Whitecoats 30thanniversary reunion and the 60thanniversary of the
founding of Fort Detrick, where Operation Whitecoat was held. DeLay said that
Operation Whitecoat and Fort Detrick have been essential to our ability to fight terrorism.

In the early 1950s, the Army Surgeon General appointed a medica1liaison officer to the
biological warfare laboratories at Fort Detrick. MediCal defense research against
biological weapons was conducted cooperatively by the Army Chemical Corps and the
Anny Medical Department. Animal and plant studies were recognized as inadequate.
Efforts to design safe studies on human subjects were pursued.
In 1954, Project Whitecoat, a Congressionally approved medical volunteer program was
established. The leaders of Project Whitecoat insisted on a set of principles that were a
model for the current national policy on the ethical use of human subjects in medical
research. From the very beginning, securing informed consent and protecting the health
and well being of every volunteer was paramount.
There are many ways Americans have served our country. Kenneth D. Jones was
drafted into the Army in August of 1954. He was notified of a new option to select as his
military assignment serving as a human research volunteer. Mr. J~nes became the first of
2,300 volunteers and members of the Seventh Day Adventist Church who wer~ selected
to participate as Whitecoat study subjects.

Throughout its 60-year history, Fort Detrick has contributed scientific breakthroughs and
medical solutions for the Armed Forces and the nation.
The history of the Post actually began in 1931 when Frederick airport was renamed
Detrick Field in honor of Frederick Louis Detrick and designated a part of the Maryland
National Guard. A Frederick County native, Dr. Detrick served as a U~S.Ariny flight
surgeon during World War I. After the war, he had joined the Maryland National Guard
which trained at the Frederick airport.
During World War II, every American knew that the very existence of our nation was
threatened. Twenty million Americans were serving in the military, but the ftont lines
were far away in Europe, Amca and the Pacific. Scientists converged at Camp Detrick in
1943 to develop defenses to protect our Armed Forces ftom the terrifying spectre of
biological warfare.
Today, every American understands that the battlefield in the war on terrorism is
everywhere in the United States and the world. Our soldiers, sailors, ainnen and Marines
are still primary targets. However, since 9-11 and the letters laced with anthrax which
killed five innocent civilians, we are~allat risk and we all have to be protected.
As it was in World War II, our nation has called on Fort Detrick to produce the
innovations in biomedical research to protect us all.
We are gathered here today to review seven decades of accomplis~ents by the people of
Fort Detrick. By recognizing some of these individuals, we will honor the contributions
by thousands more. When we reflect upon all that has been accomplished, every
American will understand why Fort Detrick is the focal point for America's biotogical
defense.
The primary purpose of Fort Detrick's efforts during World War II was to deter the use of
biological agents against the United States and its military forces. The protection of
people, crops and animals were all part of the research mission. Researchers at Detrick
pioneered the laboratory facility designs, equipment and procedures used for infectious
disease research that are in place today in laboratories worldwide.
Private Robert Peel was among the first enlisted soldiers assigned to then-Camp Detrick.
He arrived in May 1943 as the Post Engineer Clerk, became a civilian in 1946 and
continued working at Fort Detrick for 40 years.
Hubert Kaempf arrived at Fort Detrick in 1944 as a military policeman and later became
the foreman of the sheet metal department. He designed the first prototype Class III
cabinet used to safely handle dangerous biological agents. Hubert Kaempfworked at the
Fort for 50 years before his retirement in 1994 as the Chief of the Mechanical Branch
Directorate of Engineering and Housing.
World War II ended in 1945. Just one year later, former British Prime Minister Winston

.
Churchill came to the United States and described a new worldwide threat to liberty and
democracy by the Communist Soviet Union. It was the beginning of what came to be
known as the Cold War.
In 1949, an enclosed one million liter test sphere, known as the 8-ball, was constructed.
This unique laboratory was used to test the dispersal of airborne biological agents.
Building 470 was constructed in 1952 as a pilot plant for the production of biological
agents, such as anthrax and tularemia.
Orley Borland supervised the safe production of agents in Building 470. When
production ended, he directed the efforts that decontaminated the facility. In 1972, Mr.
Borlandjoined the National Cancer Institute at Detrick and contributed to the nation's
war on cancer until his retirement in 1988.
Mr. George E. Hildebrand served as a civilian personnel officer at Fort Detrick from
1946 to 1975, helping to recruit the scientific talent needed for Detrick's research and
development programs.
In the early 1950s, the Army Surgec.>nGeneral appointed a medical liaison officer to the
biological warfare laboratories at Fort Detrick. Medical defense research against
biological weapons was conducted cooperatively by the Army Chemical Corps and the
Anny Medical Department. Animal and plant studies were recognized as inadequate.
Efforts to design safe studies on human subjects were pursued.
In 1954, Project Whitecoat, a Congressionally approved medical volunteer program was
established. The leaders of Project Whitecoat insisted on a set of principles that were a
model for the current national policy on the ethical use of human subjects in medical
research. From the very beginning, securing informed consent and protecting the health
and well being of every volunteer was paramount.
There are many ways Americans have served our country. Kenneth D. Jones was
drafted into the Army in August of 1954. He was notified of a new option to select as his
military assignment serving as a human research volunteer. Mr. Jones became the first of
2,300 volunteers and members of the Seventh Day Adventist Church who wer.eselected
to participate as Whitecoat study subjects.
The Whitecoats were all young, healthy men who neither smoked nor drank. They
volunteered to expose themselves to infectious biological agents so that medical
researchers could develop the knowledge and the means to prevent and treat diseases in
other people.
Dr. George Demuth was among the first three physicians who monitored the health of
181 Whitecoat volunteers in studies ofQ fever.
Dr. Harry Dangerfield arrived at Fort Detrick in 1961 as an Army Captain assigned to the
Anny Medical Unit. Throughout the 1960s, he was closely involved with the Whitecoat

.
Program perfonning research and managing the volunteers.
Protecting people by preventing the onset of disease through vaccines was one of the core
purposes and great biomedical achievements of Project Whitecoat. During a nineteenyear period ending in 1973, 153 studies of the diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of
diseases were completed. Among the vaccines developed at Fort Detrick and in use
today are those for yellow fever, hepatitis, anthrax, Venezuelan equine encephalitis, Q
fever, and tularemia.
Dr. Robert McKinney came to Fort Detrick in 1960, to develop vaccines for viral
diseases. Dr. McKinney and his colleagues vaccinated countless horses saving South
American and American livestock industries ftom disastrous loss due to Venezuelan
equine encephalitis. Dr. McKinney also served as project officer for the biocontainment
construction of what is now USAMRIID. In 1980, he became Chief of Occupational
Health and Safety for the National Institutes of Health. In retirement, he is frequently
called upon for his experience and guidance.
During the 1960s, both defensive and offensive biological warfare research programs
were pursued. Mr. William Patrick worked as a civilian research microbiologist. He
managed many research and development projects at Fort Detrick. His expertise in this
area is still called upon today.
The offensive research and development program at Fort Detrick proved that biological
warfare was feasible. Soldiers, scientists and workers at Fort Detrick developed
processes for large scale production and weaponization of biological pathogens. The
principles ofbiosafety and containment established to support the offensive research
programs became the standard and greatly facilitated all subsequent biomedical research.
In 1969, President Richard Nixon ended America's offensive biological warfare program.
Fort Detrick's mission changed ftom a retaliatory biological warfare capability to
medical defense to neutralize this threat. On January 27, 1969, the Office of The"
Surgeon General of the Army established the U.S. Anny Medical Research Institute of
Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID). For more than thirty years, USAMRIID's staffhas
conducted research leading to the development of vaccines, therapies and diagnostics to
identify, treat and protect against some of the world's deadliest pathogens, including
anthrax, plague, Ebola and smallpox. USAMRIID is an essential element in the medical
response to any biological threats that may confront the men and women of the U.S.
military anywhere in the world.
Co!. Robert Massey, served as the first Executive Officer ofUSAMRIID.
CoL Arthur O. Anderson joined USAMRIID in 1974 and served as its Chainnan ofthe
Human Use and Ethics Committee as well as Chief of the Department of Clinical
Pathology.
Ms. Helen Miller-Scott came to Fort Detrick as a medical biology technician in 1957.

4

She stayed for 40 years. At the time of her retirement in 1997, she was a microbiologist
at USAMRIID, serving as Assistant Administrator, Chief of Records Section, and Human
Use Coordinator. She is a past member of the Surgeon General's Human Subjects

ResearchReviewBoard.

.

Co!. Phillip Pittman joined USAMRTID as a research investigator in 1987. He remains a
senior military medical scientist. Among his accomplislnnents is a landmark, long-term
health assessment of all former human research subjects, including the Whitecoats.
The most promising medical countermeasures against 5 of the top 6 bi910gicalthreats on
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) "A list" have come trom USAMRIID. Thanks
to many years oflaboratory research by Dr. Arthur Friedlander, Dr. Leonard Smith, and
many others, leading vaccine candidates for anthrax, plague, tularemia, and botulinum

neurotoxinswereall originallydevelopedat USAMRIID,

.

When the anthrax mail attacks occurred in the fall of2001, the identification approaches
used throughout the country were derived using protocols first established at
USAMRIID. USAMRIID was the only federal laboratory to operate a continuous 24hour a day diagnostic testing capability of samples. USAMRIID's support was key to the
re-opening of Congressional office buildings and other facilities. Dr. John Ezzell was a
.

key contributorto this Herculeandiagnostictestingeffort,which involvedpersonneltrom
all the research divisions at USAMRIID.
USAMRIID is currently collaborating with the CDC and the National Institutes ofHea1th
on the development of diagnostics and the evaluation of antiviral drugs for Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS. Dr. John Huggins and his.team have screened
hundreds of thousands of compounds for potential to prevent or treat SARS infection.
Dr. Peter Jahrling leads USAMRIID's collaborative effort with the CDC to develop new
drugs to treat smallpox.
Throughout Fort Detrick's history, there have been additions of strategically important
missions. In 1959, the largest communications center of its kind in the United States was
established at Fort Detrick as the U.S. Army Strategic Communications CommandCONUS. Today, the 1108th Signal Brigade continues that work. The Brigade
Headquarters moved to Fort Detrick trom Fort Ritchie in 1998. It provides strategic
command, control, international communications, computer, and visual information
systems to the President and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, other federal agencies and
warfighters around the world.
Mr. Ronald E. Stuhlemmer, the executive officer of the 1110th Signal Battalion, arrived
in 1981, when the Battalion was called the East Coast Telecommunications Center.

The US Army Medical Materiel Agency (USAMMA) relocated to Fort Detrick in 1974.
The agency delivers medical materiel life-cycle management and logistics support for
DoD healthcare missions and America's warfighters worldwide. The Air Force Medical
Logistics Office and the Defense Medical Materiel Board came to Fort Detrick in the

same mid-70's transfer. It provides military treatment facilities and major commands
with the policies, strategies, tactics, and operational assistance necessary to ensuring the
excellence of the Air Force Medical Service.
Mr. Kenneth Lindsey and Mr. Glen Gincley (pronounced Gince -ley), members of the
original USAMMA workforce at Fort Detrick, still work there.
Beginning in 1985, the USAMMA played a major role in fielding the new multi-million
dollar Deployable Medical Systems program, or DEPMEDS for the Army Active, Guard,
and Reserve forces.
Since 1992, USAMMA has served as the Executive Agent for Army Prepositioned
Stocks. Mr. Sheldon Shealer and Ms. Linda Foltz were USAMMA's point people for
establishing this strategically important program. It ensures that medical equipment and
supplies to meet the Army's need for rapid deployability, mobility, and responsiveness

are availableanywherein the world whenthey're needed.

.

In 1978, the US Army Medical Research and Development Command Headquarters
organizational parent ofUSAMRIJ]j - was transferred to Fort Detrick.

-

the

The Army Medical Intelligence and Information Agency came to Fort Detrick in 1979.
Today, as the Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center (AFMIC), it is the sole
producer of medical intelligence within the Department of Defense. Co!. James E.
Gordon, who just took command of AFMIC, is with us today.
Now a member of the United States Army Officer Candidate School Hall of Fame, Co!.
Mark Hoke returned to his hometown of Frederick when he became the 27th Commander.
of Fort Detrick between 1983 and 1986.
In 1985, the Naval Medical Logistics Command moved to Detrick. The command directs
and manages logistical systems and coordinates health care services contracting
procedures for the Navy during peacetime and contingencies. Its Fleet Hospital Program
stocks the ships Comfort and Mercy to provide medical support to the fleet and Marine
forces engaged in combat operations.
With the Navy medical materiel office joining the Army and the Air Force offices in
Frederick, Fort Detrick became the medical logistics management center for all of the
military services in the mid-1980s.
In October 1987, Fort Detrick became a quad service installation when B Company, 4th
Light Armored Vehicle Battalion of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, activated at Fort
Detrick. Now the 4th Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, the unit has the mission
of reconnaissance and security in support of a Marine Air/Ground Task Force. The
Battalion received the Meritorious Unit Citation for service in Operation Desert Storm.
The 4th LAR was again activated in February 2003. Members of Company B, including
Major Bruce E. Bell, have just returned from service in support of Operation Iraqi

Freedom. Welcome home. We're grateful to you and your families for your sacrifices.
When America's armed forces prepared for the first Gulf War in 1990, they faced a very
credible threat of chemical and biological attack. Military leaders once again turned to
Fort Detrick to protect the force. Among many others, Colonel George Lewis responded
to the requirement to make drugs, vaccines, diagnostic products, and information
available to the troops as soon as possible. Several units at Fort Detrick received the
Army Superior Unit Award for outstanding support of Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm.
Since 1990, the US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command has managed
Congressional Special Interest medical research programs totalIng more than $3 billion.
The command manages research programs for breast, prostate, and ovarian cancers;
neurofibromatosis; and other health research areas. Dr. Patricia Modrow and Dr. Richard
.

Kenyonamongothers, have providedoutstandingprogrammanagementsupportto
ensure that the will of Congress is achieved through these special programs.
There have been many dual career couples at Fort Detrick. Dr. Patricia Modrow's
husband, Lt Col Harry Modrow, has just returned from Kuwait. He was deployed from
the US Army Medical Materiel Development Activity to deliver the Army's new
hemostatic dressing for rapid control of severe bleeding. Welcome home and thank you,

LTCModrow.

.

The Telemedicine and Advanced Technology Research Center manages projects in
telemedicine and advanced medical technologies. Former Army medic Tommy Morris
has provided expert technological leadership as a project manager for the center. It
leverages new technologies to improve the quality of medical and surgical care on the
battlefield, increase medical mobility on the battlefield, and improve the skills of medical
personnel and units.
Each year more than 500,000 Americans die of cancer and over one million new cancers
are diagnosed nearly 25,000 in Maryland alone. When the National Cancer Institute
(NCI) officially opened its doors at Fort Detrick in 1912, there were 21 employees and 61
vacant buildings. In its thirty years, NCI-Frederick has evolved from a simple contractor
support facility to a multifaceted, internationally lauded biomedical center for basic,
translational and applied research. It occupies 68 acres of the Post and has more than
2100 employees. One of the unique attributes of Fort Detrick is the collaborative
partnerships among researchers at NCI Frederick, its sister NIH institute, the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and with colleagues in the military's Army
Medical Research and Materiel Command ~gJJJ:~.
Shared research, joint
seminars and conferences have produced exciting advances, such as experimental anthrax
and encephalitis vaccines for the Army's use.
Mr. Ron Defelice began his Fort Detrick career in 1963. As a contracting officer for the
Army, for NIH and for NCI-Frederick over the next forty years he made sure billions of
taxpayers' research and development dollars went where they would bring the most value

in the fight against infectious diseases and cancer.
Dr. Henry Hearn was Chief of Experimental Biology and of Microbiology for the Anny.
At NCI-Frederick trom 1972 until his retirement in 1990, Dr. Hearn oversaw scientific
research contracts. To this day, he continues to serve as an essential member of the
Cancer Institute's Biosafety Committee.
By the 1980s, NCI-Frederick scientists were participating in exciting discoveries in AIDS
research that led to AIDS vaccine candidates. They also developed the screening that
prevents HIV contamination of our nation's blood supply.
During the 1990s, the National Cancer Institute, with other federal agencies and private
industry, began mapping the human genome. Today, with the genome map complete,
NCI-Frederick is exploring new avenues in genomics and proteomics to eradicate cancer.
New products, such as vaccines custom-targeted to an individual's cancer, are in use in
clinical trials by patients for whom conventiona.1treatments have failed.
NCI-Frederick scientists are inventingpioneering technologies for early diagnosis and
treatment resulting in improved survival rates as high as 90 percent for ovarian, prostate,
breast, and lung cancers. At the very frontier of cancer prevention, Fort Detrick scientists
continue to mine the genome for subtle changes that may predispose us to developing
cancer. Using genetic techniques to detect altered genes, they are pursuing the role of
these changes in the development of leukemia, and cancers of the kidney, brain, cervix,
and colon.
From the ocean floor to the tree canopy in a tropical rainforest Fort Detrick scientists are
seeking the healing powers of natural products that may kill cancer, inhibit viruses, or
prevent growth of harmful bacteria or fungi. Since 1987 over 180,000 extracts from
specimens have been prepared and tested. Promising compounds, such as taxol, are then
purified.

The Foreign Disease-Weed Science Research Unit at Fort Detrick was created in 1971,
when Anny researchers were transferred and research facilities of the former U.S. Anny
Plant Sciences Directorate were leased to the U. S. Department of Agriculture. With the
end of the offensive biowarfare program, the unit's unique biosafety level 3 plant
pathogen laboratory and greenhouse containment facilities were used for a new and
challenging mission -- to protect one of America's largest, most productive, and
strategically important industries, agriculture. The FDWSRU develops and provides
fundamental information on threatening and emerging crop pathogens.
Over the past 30 years, the FDWSRU has responded in rapid fashion to myriad viral,
bacterial and fungal pathogens threatening our crops from abroad, and upon their
incursion into North America. Several key researchers played a significant role in
identifying, characterizing and evaluating key crop pathogens that threatened the
Nation's agricultural system.

Dr. Charles Kingsolver, the leader of the Plant Pathology Division Laboratory, became
the first Research Leader of the new USDA Plant Disease Research Laboratory, and
conducted novel studies of plant disease epidemiology in the field;
Dr. Kenneth Bromfield, conducted studies to determine the natural infection cycle of
soybean rust, and worked with USDA crop breeders to identify possible sources of
resistance to the disease;
Dr. Frances Latterell, conducted critical research on pathogenesis and etiology of the rice
blast fungus;
Dr. Vernon D. Damsteegt,' conducted an assessment of the risk posed by maize streak
virus to U.S. com production, and identified vectors and native hosts for soybean dwarf
virus;
Dr. Morris R. Bonde, conducted studies on the causal agents ofKarnal bunt of wheat,
soybean rust and downy mildews of c;x>m;
Dr. Richard French, pioneered studies of fungal spore biology, discovering volatile
chemicals produced by host plants that stimulated fungal spore germination;
Since the late 1980's, the mission of the Foreign Disease research program has expanded
to provide information for risk assessment and the development of practical regulations
for the import and export of agricultural commodities and germplasm.
While concentrating initially on developing chemical herbicides to control cropland
weeds, it focuses now on biological control of weeds using weed pathogens to support
sustainable agricultural systems and improve environmental stewardship. Research is
conducted to evaluate, characterize and assure the safety of foreign pathogens released in
the U.S. for control of invasive weeds of crops, rangelands, and natural areas.
Recent research was critical to restarting the export of US wheat to China, Brazil, and
India. An important milestone in sustainable weed management was achieved this year
upon final federal regulatory approval for the first exotic biological control pathogen to
be released for weed control in the US in over 30 years. Ensuring the safety and security
of crops from the threat ofbiowarfare in the war against terrorism has become a new
focus for the FDWSRU as a partner on the Fort Detrick Biodefense Campus.
Ms. Ruth Herring, arrived in 1943 as a young Army recruit and worked as a lab assistant
in the biological program. Among the tens of thousands who have worked at Fort
Detrick over its 60-year history, she alone has shared each day ofthat history. Ruth
Herring is still faithfully serving in the tissue culture laboratory of the National Cancer

Instituteat Frederick.

.

During the height of World War II when the survival of freedom and democracy was at

stake, America turned to Fort Detrick with a mission to protect our soldiers, sailors,
airmen and Marines from the threat of biological warfare. Now at the dawn of the 21st
C.e~tury,the potentialfor biologicalterrorism threatensm~;:nM~!r:9..f,~:~<q~#i1mQij
Ainerlcims.
- -_f.'.,.:...;-.. -'.,
Fort Detrick is the leader in biomedical research in the United States and the world. No
other location can match its record of 60 years of accomplishmenp; and unparalleled
collaboration between military, civilian, and private sector institutions. The men and
women working at Fort Detrick today are part of an outstanding legacy. They are proud
and prepared to continue to fulfill the nation's mission of protecting and improving the
health of all people, crops and animals.
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Mr. Kenneth D. Jones participated in study FY55 and was exposed on 25 January 1955. Hope this helps, Ken!
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